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Once the data have been collected, EFSA will provide an overall assessment of the impact of the 
Schmallenberg virus infection on animal health, animal production and animal welfare together 
with a state-of-the-art review on what is known about the virus. 

There is currently no evidence that the Schmallenberg virus could cause illness in humans. In 
December 2011 the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) carried out a 
preliminary assessment on the possible animal to human transmission risks of the new virus 
which concluded that "it is unlikely that this virus can cause disease in humans, but it cannot be 
completely excluded at this stage". In light of these findings, EFSA is liaising closely with 
ECDC and will address areas of concern for human health, should these arise. 

 


